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Takako Saito
Resonances of DiStances Vol. 4

Takako Saito is an artist of many talents. Born into a wealthy family in Sabae, a city 

located in Fukui Prefecture, in 1929, she left home at an early age to live a life beyond 

WKH�WLJKWO\�GHÀQHG�ERXQGDULHV�RI�-DSDQHVH�VRFLHW\��+HU�ORQJLQJ�IRU�IUHHGRP�IURP�FRQ-

vention took her to different countries like England, Italy, and the US, where she earned 

a living as a teacher, construction worker, cook, babysitter, and saleswoman, among 

other things. In 1979, she ended her nomadic lifestyle and settled down in Düsseldorf, 

ZKHUH�VKH�OLYHV�DQG�ZRUNV�XQWLO�WRGD\��+HU�VWXGLR�UHVLGHQFH�LQ�WKH�FLW\�RXWVNLUWV�LV�D�*H-

VDPWNXQVWZHUN�WKDW�HQFDSVXODWHV�KHU�GLYHUVH�OLIH�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�WKH�WUHPHQGRXV�FUH-

DWLYH�SRZHU�VKH�FRQWLQXHV�WR�SRXU�LQWR�KHU�ZRUNV�

$V�D�\RXQJ�VFKRRO�WHDFKHU��7DNDNR�6DLWR�ZDQWHG�WR�PDNH�D�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�-DSDQHVH�

society. In the 1950s, she joined the art education movement „Sozo Biiku Undou”, which 

was founded by the art critic and collector Sadajiro Kubo. The goal of this educational 

UHIRUP�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�WR�LQIXVH�SRVW�ZDU�-DSDQ�ZLWK�D�SOD\IXO�VXEWH[W�DQG�WR�JLYH�ULVH�

WR�QHZ�LGHDV��YDOXHV��DQG�WUHQGV�E\�HQJDJLQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�D�FUHDWLYH�GLDORJXH��,W�ZDV�LQ�

WKLV�SURJUHVVLYH�FRQWH[W�WKDW�6DLWR�PHW�WKH�DYDQW�JDUGH�PRYHPHQWV�RI�WKH�WLPH��6KH�

PRYHG�WR�1HZ�<RUN�LQ������DQG�VKDUHG�DQ�DSDUWPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�DUWLVW�$\�2��7DNDR�,LMLPD���

ZKR�LQWURGXFHG�KHU�WR�*HRUJH�0DFLXQDV�DQG�WKH�)OX[XV�PRYHPHQW��2YHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

\HDUV��6DLWR�EHFDPH�KHDYLO\�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�)OX[XV�DQG�PHW�SLRQHHULQJ�DUWLVWV�OLNH�-RKQ�

Cage and Shigeko Kubota.
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3OD\��FKDQFH��DQG�YLHZHU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DUH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�6R]R�%LLNX�8QGRX�DQG�)OX[XV��

albeit in different ways. Uniquely situated at the intersection of these art movements, 

7DNDNR�6DLWR�KDV�GHYHORSHG�D�GLVWLQFW�DUWLVWLF�ODQJXDJH�WKDW�VHWV�KHU�DSDUW�IURP�FRQW-

HPSRUDULHV��6KH�FOHYHUO\�H[WUDFWV�WKH�FHQWUDO�LGHDV�DQG�FRUH�PHWKRGV�RI�SDUWLFLSDWRU\�

DUW��DSSO\LQJ�WKHP�WR�ERWK�KHU�LQWHUDFWLYH�SHUIRUPDQFHV�DQG�LQWULFDWHO\�KDQGFUDIWHG�

REMHFWV�PDGH�IURP�ZRRG��SDSHU��DQG�RWKHU�PDWHULDOV��7KH�GR�LW�\RXUVHOI�SULQFLSOH�SHU-

PHDWHV�PDQ\�RI�KHU�ZRUNV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�´<RX�DQG�0H�6KRSµ��ZKLFK�LQYLWHV�YLHZHUV�WR�

GLVFRYHU�DQG�XQIROG�WKHLU�FUHDWLYH�SRWHQWLDO��6DLWR�EUHDNV�GRZQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�ERXQGDULHV�

EHWZHHQ�GLIIHUHQW�JHQUHV�DQG�WKHUHE\�FXOWLYDWHV�DQ�H[SHULPHQWDO�VSLULW�WKDW�SURPRWHV�

democratic co-creation among audiences.
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%DVHGRQDUW�LV�SURXG�WR�SUHVHQW�7DNDNR�6DLWR¶V�Å<RX�DQG�0H�6KRS�´�D�FRPSLODWLRQ�RI�

DUWLVWV¶�ERRNV�DQG�D�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�QHYHU�EHIRUH�VHHQ�ZRUNV�IURP�WKH�����V�DQG�����V��7KH�

ODWWHU�RULJLQDWHG�PDLQO\�LQ�-DSDQ��EHORQJLQJ�WR�D�ODUJH�ERG\�RI�DEVWUDFW�SDLQWLQJV��ZD-

tercolors, collages, and etchings that showcase the artist’s delicate handwriting. Mo-

UHRYHU��WKH\�UHÁHFW�WKH�LQÁXHQFH�RI�DUWLVWV�OLNH�(L�4��+LGHR�6XJLWD��DQG�KLJKOLJKW�6DLWR·V�

ODUJHO\�XQQRWLFHG��\HW�VLJQLÀFDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�SDLQWHUO\�WUHQGV�LQ�SRVW�ZDU�-DSDQ�

7H[W�0HULW�=LPPHUPDQQ

������²������������_�:HG���)UL��������SP�_�6DW��������SP�DQG�E\�DSSRLQWPHQW

3OHDVH�YLVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH�IRU�GDLO\�RSHQLQJ�KRXUV��


